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Do you ever imagine your Italian Ancestors?  
  Bring that vision to life with our research services

Do you qualify for Italian Dual Citizenship?
Apply through us today

For more information, visit www.myitalianfamily.com, or call 1-888-472-0171

Call us today to get started!

OSDIA Members benefit 
from a 10% Discount on 

all our services since 2002!
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R O B E R T  A .  B I A N C H I ,  E S Q . ,  C H A I R M A N

Fr o m Th e So n S o F IT a l y Fo u n d a T I o n ® le a d e r S h I p

Welcome

Welcome to the 33rd Annual National Education & Leadership Awards (NELA) Gala . 

Tonight, we proudly honor extraordinary Italian Americans: The Honorable Rosa DeLauro; Lidia Matticchio 
Bastianich; Angelo Vivolo; and Laurie Serricchio Hollander . We are also proud to be hosting several veterans as our guests 
for tonight’s gala .

In addition to these extraordinary honorees and courageous veterans, we celebrate the promising future of our Italian-
American youth . This year’s Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) scholarship winners were selected for a combination of exemplary 
academic performance, school leadership, and community service . The SIF and its national scholarship program are proud to 
contribute to the future of such students as they pursue higher education that will lead them to many impressive accomplishments 
down the road . At last year’s NELA Gala, the SIF presented $105,000 in scholarships . This extraordinary amount, when 
combined with scholarships award at the state and local levels, means that the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 
(OSDIA) distributes, as a whole, well over $650,000 in scholarships annually . 

We come together on this night to recognize the Sons and Daughters of Italy and raise money for its Foundation . To 
date, members have raised tens of millions of dollars for charities and scholarships . Even through the pandemic, our members 
raised significant funds totaling over $125,000 for our three National Charities: Cooley’s Anemia Foundation; Alzheimer’s 
Association; and the Doug Flutie, Jr . Foundation for Autism . 

In addition to our National Charities, the SIF also donated $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes—the SIF’s eighth 
contribution in nine years . The donation provides a minivan for a veteran who was injured while on active duty . To all veterans 
in attendance tonight, we are indebted to you for your service and your sacrifice . 

This evening, we are proud of the SIF’s commitment to giving back as well as the many other ways in which our Local 
Lodges and Grand Lodges have given to those in need on a local, state, national, and international level . It is an evening such as 
this that allows us to honor these collective efforts and helps raise funds so that the SIF may continue its mission . 

J O S E P H  S C I A M E ,  P R E S I D E N T
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 WELCOME MESSAGE Joseph Sciame  
  President, Sons of Italy Foundation

 PRESENTATION OF THE COLORS Takoma Park (MD) Police Department Honor Guard

 “FRATELLI D’ITALIA” Maria Fassio Pignati

 “THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER” Maria Fassio Pignati

 INVOCATION Rev. R. Adam Forno, National Chaplain

 INTRODUCTION Joe Mantegna, Master of Ceremonies

 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT Robert A. Bianchi, Esq.   
  National President, Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

dI n n e r Se r v e d

2022 SIF na T I o n a l Sc h o l a r S h I p pr e S e n T a T I o n S

 2022 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT  The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
 AWARD FOR PUBLIC SERVICE U.S. Representative

 2022 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  Lidia Matticchio Bastianich 
 IN THE INTERNATIONAL CULINARY ARTS Chef, Author, Television Host, and Restaurateur

 MUSICAL INTERLUDE The Sicilian Tenors

 2022 LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  Angelo Vivolo 
 IN ITALIAN AMERICAN LEADERSHIP Philanthropist and Entrepreneur

 2022 AWARD FOR COURAGE Laurie Serricchio Hollander
 AND PATRIOTISM President & Co-Founder Help Our Military Heroes

 MUSICAL INTERLUDE The Sicilian Tenors

 HELP OUR MILITARY HEROES Joseph Sciame 
 INTRODUCTION President, Sons of Italy Foundation

 VIDEO PRESENTATION  Help Our Military Heroes 

 CLOSING Joe Mantegna

 FINALE: “GOD BLESS AMERICA” The Sicilian Tenors

Program 

T H E  S O N S  O F  I T A L Y  F O U N D A T I O N

33 r d an n u a l n a T I o n a l e d u c a T I o n & le a d e r S h I p a w a r d S Gala

w e d n e S d a y ,  m a y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 2 

r o n a l d  r e a G a n  B u I l d I n G  &  I n T e r n a T I o n a l  T r a d e  c e n T e r  -  7  p . m .  p r o G r a m  S T a r T
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***

DINNER

***

FIRST COURSE

ar u G u l a Sa l a d w I T h pe a r, Go r G o n z o l a, a n d ca n d I e d wa l n u T S

ra S p B e r r y pr o S e c c o vI n a I G r e T T e

MAIN COURSE

ro a S T e d ch I c k e n w I T h po m e G r a n a T e

zu c c h I n I  a n d pe a rI S o T T o w I T h Ba S I l pe S T o a n d ov e n cu r e d To m a T o e S

***

DESSERT COURSE

cl a S S I c TI r a m I S u

Menu 

T H E  S O N S  O F  I T A L Y  F O U N D A T I O N

33 r d an n u a l n a T I o n a l e d u c a T I o n & le a d e r S h I p a w a r d S Gala

w e d n e S d a y ,  m a y  2 5 ,  2 0 2 2 

r o n a l d  r e a G a n  B u I l d I n G  &  I n T e r n a T I o n a l  T r a d e  c e n T e r  -  w a S h I n G T o n ,  d . c .
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2022 na T I o n a l ed u c a T I o n & le a d e r S h I p aw a r d S (nela) Ga l a

Official Sponsors

GOLDEN LION SPONSOR

Order SOnS and daughterS Of Italy In amerIca  

PLATINUM
the franceScO and mary gIambellI fOundatIOn 

GOLD
cOlumbuS cItIzenS fOundatIOn

lOckheed martIn
Peter & JerI deJana fOundatIOn

natIOnal ItalIan amerIcan fOundatIOn
teamSterS lOcal unIOn 1150

SILVER
JOSePh & carOl dItraPanI

harry S. & kathleen h. melIkIan
OSdIa grand lOdge Of new JerSey
OSdIa grand lOdge Of new yOrk

OSdIa grand lOdge Of new yOrk fOundatIOn
PeduzzI aSSOcIateS, ltd.

PrIvItera famIly charItable fOundatIOn
raytheOn technOlOgIeS

BRONZE 
alzheImer’S aSSOcIatIOn

caPewell 
caPItOl StrategIeS grOuP, llc

vIvIan cardIa
dOug flutIe Jr. fOundatIOn fOr autISm

gIft Of SIght fOundatIOn
dr. mark S. denunzIO

nIchOlaS dOnOfrIO
InternatIOnal unIOn Of elevatOr cOnStructOrS

OSdIa grand lOdge Of calIfOrnIa
OSdIa grand lOdge Of nOrthweSt

OSdIa grand lOdge Of maSSachuSettS
OSdIa wInthrOP mIxed lOdge #2057

JOSePh ruSSO
JOSePh ScIame

unIverSal StrategIeS
wOrldbuSIneSS caPItal

The Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) would like to thank its generous sponsors for supporting the 33rd Annual NELA Gala and 
helping the SIF give back in the spirit of our Italian heritage. 
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Rosa DeLauro is the Congresswoman from Connecticut’s Third Congressional District, 
which stretches from the Long Island Sound and New Haven, to the Naugatuck Valley and 
Waterbury . Rosa serves as the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee and sits on the 
Democratic Steering and Policy Committee, and she is the Chair of the Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education Appropriations Subcommittee, where she oversees our nation’s 
investments in education, health, and employment . 

At the core of Rosa’s work is her fight for America’s working families . Rosa believes that 
we must raise the nation’s minimum wage, give all employees access to paid sick days, allow 
employees to take paid family and medical leave, and ensure equal pay for equal work . Every day, 
Rosa fights for legislation that would give all working families an opportunity to succeed . 

Rosa believes that our first priority must be to strengthen the economy and create good 
middle class jobs . She supports tax cuts for working and middle class families, fought to expand the Child Tax Credit to provide tax relief to 
millions of families, and introduced the Young Child Tax Credit to give families with young children an economic lift . 

Rosa has also fought to stop trade agreements that lower wages and ship jobs overseas, while also protecting the rights of employees 
and unions . She believes that we need to grow our economy by making smart innovative investments in our infrastructure, which is why she 
introduced legislation to create a National Infrastructure bank . 

Rosa is a leader in fighting to improve and expand federal support for child nutrition and for modernizing our food safety system . She 
believes that the U .S . should have one agency assigned the responsibility for food safety, rather than the 15 different agencies that lay claim 
to different parts of our food system . Rosa fights against special interests, like tobacco and e-cigarettes, which seek to skirt our public health 
and safety rules . 

As the Chair dealing with appropriations for Labor, Health, Human Services, and Education, Rosa is determined to increase support 
for education and make college more affordable for more American students and their families . She is also fighting to protect the Affordable 
Care Act so that all Americans have access to affordable care . Rosa strongly believes in the power of biomedical research and she is working 
to increase funding so that we can make lifesaving breakthroughs in science and medicine . 

Rosa believes that we have a moral obligation to our nation’s veterans and their families, and her concern for these heroes extends to 
both their physical and mental well-being . Rosa supports a transformation in how the Department of Veterans Affairs is funded, including 
advanced appropriations for health services, to ensure its fiscal soundness; and she successfully championed legislation to guarantee that 
troops deploying to combat theaters get the mental health screening they need both before and after deployment, as well as championed 
legislation that now provides assistance to today’s Post-9/11 veterans choosing to pursue on-the-job training and apprenticeship programs . 

Rosa belongs to 62 House caucus groups and is the co-chair of the Baby Caucus, the Long Island Sound Caucus, and the Food Safety 
Caucus . 

Soon after earning degrees from Marymount College and Columbia University, Rosa followed her parents’ footsteps into public service, 
serving as the first Executive Director of EMILY’s List, a national organization dedicated to increasing the number of women in elected 
office; Executive Director of Countdown ’87, the national campaign that successfully stopped U .S . military aid to the Nicaraguan Contras; 
and as Chief of Staff to U .S . Senator Christopher Dodd . In 1990, Rosa was elected to the House of Representatives, and she has served as 
the Congresswoman from Connecticut’s Third Congressional District ever since . 

Rosa is married to Stanley Greenberg . Their children—Anna, Kathryn, and Jonathan Greenberg—all are grown and pursuing careers . 
Rosa and Stan have six grandchildren, Rigby, Teo, Sadie, Jasper, Paola, and Gus .

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
C O N G R E S S W O M A N

U . S .  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

The 2022 SIF lIFeTIme achIevemenT award For puBlIc ServIce
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Lidia Matticchio Bastianich is an Emmy award-winning public television host, best-
selling cookbook author, successful restaurateur, and owner of a flourishing food and 
entertainment business . Most importantly, she has accomplished all of this by marrying 
her two passions in life—her family and food—to create multiple culinary endeavors 
alongside her two children, Joseph and Tanya .

Lidia has published numerous cookbooks, co-authored with her daughter Tanya, 
and companion books to her Emmy-winning television series Lidia’s Kitchen, Lidia’s 
Italy in America, and Lidia’s Italy . Her most recent book is Lidia’s A Pot, A Pan, and a 
Bowl, a companion to her new 26-part public television series, Lidia’s Kitchen:  Home 
Cooking. She is also the author of the English and Italian version of her memoir: My 
American Dream: A Life of Love, Family, and Food . Lidia’s cooking shows air 
nationwide in the U .S . on public television and CREATE, internationally, and on 
various digital networks including Amazon Prime, Tubitv, and Xumo . Her cooking 
segments are also part of her TUTTOLIDIA YouTube channel .

Lidia is a celebrated chef and restaurateur and a partner in Eataly NYC, Chicago, 
Boston, Los Angeles, Dallas, Las Vegas, Toronto, and Sao Paolo, Brazil . Together with Tanya and son-in-law 
Corrado, she also developed a line of artisanal pastas and all-natural sauces called LIDIA’S .

Lidia is a member of Les Dames D’Escoffier and founding member of Women Chefs and Restaurateurs, two non-
profit organizations of women leaders in the food and hospitality industries . She is also a champion for the United 
Nations Association of the United States of America’s Adopt-A-Future program, in support of refugee education .

Among the numerous awards and accolades Lidia has earned are seven James Beard Awards (Outstanding Chef, 
Television Food Show, Best Chefs in America, Who’s Who of Food & Beverage in America, Specials 2016, Special 
2017 and 2018) and two Emmy Awards for Outstanding Culinary Host (2013 and 2018) .

Lidia Matticchio Bastianich
C H E F ,  A U T H O R ,  T E L E V I S I O N  H O S T ,  A N D  R E S T A U R A T E U R

The 2022 SIF lIFeTIme achIevemenT award  
In The InTernaITonal culInary arTS

(P
ho

to
 C

re
di

t: 
D

ia
na

 D
eL

uc
ia

)



8  T h e  S o n S  o f  I Ta ly  f o u n d aT I o n

1

Angelo Vivolo is a philanthropist, entrepreneur, and lifelong advocate for 
educational opportunity and promoting and supporting his Italian Heritage and 
Culture . Angelo presently serves as the President of the Columbus Heritage 
Coalition, dedicated to preserving the legacy of Christopher Columbus . He was 
elected as the President of the National Columbus Education Foundation which is 
funded by the 5 most influential Italian American organizations in the country . He 
has served as past President and the Chairman of the Board of the Columbus Citizens 
Foundation and the Columbus Day Parade in NYC . His focus is on preserving Italian 
Heritage and Culture and supporting Columbus Day and Statues . 

Recently he was nominated and elected as a member of the City University of New 
York Board of Trustees . CUNY and its 25 schools are the largest group of higher 
education institutions in the country . Mr . Vivolo serves on the Board of Directors of 
John Cabot University in Rome . As president of the Francesco and Mary Giambelli 
Foundation he leads a philanthropic organization that supports cultural programs 
in New York City schools which has funded more than $3 million in scholarships . 

In 2019 he was appointed to co-chair the Mother Frances Xavier Cabrini Statue Commission . Angelo is a 2005 recipient of the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor, and the Ufficiale dell’ Ordine al Merito della Repubblica Italiana, conferred by President Sergio 
Mattarella of Italy in 2018 .

Mr . Vivolo, a graduate of Long Island University, started his professional career as a teacher in New York City public 
high schools in Brooklyn and Queens . He was appointed dean of a special intervention program for high-risk, academically 
underprepared teenage boys . He also took advanced courses in graduate programs at Hunter College and Brooklyn College . 

After nearly a decade of teaching, Mr . Vivolo embarked upon a forty-year plus career in the hospitality industry as an 
acclaimed restaurateur and owner of five widely respected Manhattan restaurants . During this time, he served as a goodwill 
ambassador to New York’s culinary industry, conducting seminars at public schools and supporting the culinary and hotel 
management program at the New York City College of Technology of the City University of New York . Angelo has supported 
scholarships for students at the Culinary Institute of America, where he delivered the 2017 commencement address . 

Angelo is especially proud of having had the great honor of meeting with and directing all dining services for Pope Benedict 
in 2009 . He also served Pope Francis in 2015 at the residence of the Nuncio during his three-day visit to New York City along 
with his dear friend Lidia Bastianich . 

Angelo and his wife Denise of 44 years are blessed with a wonderful family and find special joy with their five grandchildren . 
They are inspired everyday by their loving family .

Angelo Vivolo
P H I L A N T H R O P I S T  A N D  E N T R E P R E N E U R

The 2022 SIF lIFeTIme achIevemenT award In ITalIan amerIcan leaderShIp
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Laurie Serricchio Hollander is President and Co-Founder of Help Our 
Military Heroes (HOMH), a 501(c)(3) whose mission is to provide fully equipped, 
adapted minivans and SUVs to our country’s most severely wounded, injured, and 
ill service members who sustained their injuries while on active duty . 

With her husband, Ted, and their friend, Marybeth Vandergrift, Laurie 
founded HOMH in 2009 as an all-volunteer donation-driven nonprofit 
organization . HOMH pays no salaries, and all non-program expenses are paid 
by its Co-Founders and board members, which means 100% of all donations go 
toward the purchase of modified vehicles for veterans . Since 2009, HOMH has 
provided grants for 186 modified vehicles for veterans across the country, and as 
far away as Pohnpei, Micronesia . 

Laurie got the inspiration for HOMH in 2006, when her eldest son, Robert 
Wilkinson, left college during his junior year to enlist in the United States Marine 
Corps, and her younger son, Matthew, received an appointment to the United 
States Military Academy at West Point . It was there, at a West Point football game in Michie Stadium, that Laurie witnessed a 
combat-wounded soldier, who was in a wheelchair as the result of an IED blast, being presented with a ramp-entry minivan during 
halftime . While she had been fundraising for several years for local organizations, she decided to switch gears and turn her efforts 
towards providing adapted vehicles for veterans in need . 

After lending her support to other veteran themed non-profits from 2006-2009, HOMH had its first fundraising event as 
an official non-profit in early 2010, and experienced incredible support and success . It initially focused on serving wounded 
veterans from the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, but has since grown to serve all pre- and post-9/11 wounded, injured, and ill 
veterans .

In 2015, HOMH was recognized as one of the top six grass roots, small military nonprofits by The Fisher House Foundation, 
Military Times, and Newman’s Own Foundation . They received a significant grant at The ‘Newman’s Own’ Grant Awards, held at 
The Pentagon Hall of Heroes . In 2016, HOMH received the Spirit of Ability Award from BraunAbility® for improving the lives of 
people with disabilities and making a difference in this world . And since 2014, HOMH has been a recipient of the extraordinary 
generosity of the Sons of Italy Foundation, which has provided over $165,000 in grants and helped to fund vehicles for 12 
veterans! Under Laurie’s leadership, HOMH has raised over $4,000,000 since its inception .

 Prior to shifting her focus to philanthropic work, Laurie had built a successful career as a health and fitness coach and 
trainer, and fitness studio owner . She has competed in numerous events, including the US Tri-athalon National age group 
championships, Marine Corp, and other Marathons and has completed two full Ironman Triathlons (2 .4 mile swim, 112 mile 
bike, 26 .2 mile swim)in 2003 and 2012, both in Lake Placid, New York, to celebrate her 40th and 50th birthdays! 

 Laurie was born and raised in Stamford, Connecticut . Her paternal grandparents (the Serricchio and Collucci) and her 
father’s older siblings emigrated from Avellino-Naples through Ellis Island, as did her maternal great-grandparents (the Ofiero 
and D’Aquila) . She and her husband, Ted, have been married for 12 wonderful years and are both proud members of Valley 
Regional Lodge #151 in Derby, Connecticut . They spend much of their time creating memories with (and spoiling) their 4 
grandchildren Audriana, Evangeline, Reed, and Ophelia . 

She would also like to recognize their grandson, Gabriel, who passed away shortly after birth two years ago .

Laurie Serricchio Hollander
P R E S I D E N T  &  C O - F O U N D E R

H E L P  O U R  M I L I T A R Y  H E R O E S

The 2022 SIF award For couraGe and paTrIoTISm
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Th e So n S o F IT a l y Fo u n d a T I o n de e p l y Th a n k S T h e  
SIF pe r p e T u a l Sc h o l a r S h I p do n o r S

THE 2022 SIF NATIONAL LEADERSHIP GRANT DONORS

For the 13th year, the Sons of Italy Foundation® (SIF) is proud to award  
The Charles Evans Scholarship, a perpetual scholarship funded by an 
endowment from the Charles Evans Foundation .  

A successful businessman, U .S . veteran, and philanthropist, Charles Evans 
co-founded the fashion house Evan-Picone and was Executive Producer of the 
Academy Award-winning film, “Tootsie .”  

Mr . Evans crusaded for causes close to his heart, namely fire detection 
safety and Alzheimer’s disease research, and served as National Director of the 
Alzheimer’s Association . The SIF is grateful to the Charles Evans Foundation and 
Linda Munson Rothkopf for having made this perpetual scholarship possible .

THE CHARLES EVANS SCHOLARSHIP

CHARLES EVANS  
(1926-2007)

Th e SIF T h a n k S T h e d o n o r S o F T h I S y e a r’S a d d I T I o n a l S c h o l a r S h I p S:
The Peter & Jeri Dejana Foundation Scholarship

The Signor Forcellini Scholarship
The Italian American Baseball Foundation & Sons of Italy Foundation Scholarship

The Lido Club of Washington, DC Scholarship
The National Italian American Bar Association & Sons of Italy Foundation Scholarship

The Anthony J . & Eldora B . Perfilio Scholarship for Italian Language
The Nancy DiFiore Quinn Scholarship

The Sons of Italy Foundation’s American University of Rome Scholarship
The Raynier Institute Scholarship

The Giulia Besozzi Scholarship
The Boncore Family  Scholarship*
The Cappellotti Family Scholarship

The Carlone Family Scholarship*
The Lou Carnesecca Scholarship

The DeNunzio Family Scholarship*
The Lucia & Antonio DeVico Family Scholarship*

The DiTrapani Family Scholarship
The Esposito Family Scholarship

The Charles Evans Foundation Scholarship*

The Franzone Family Scholarship* 
The Simone & Bruno Giuffrida Memorial Scholarship
The Giovanni & Emilia Glessi Memorial Scholarship

The George L . Graziadio & SIF Scholarship
The Polo Family Scholarship

The Frank D . Privitera Family Scholarship*
The Henry F . Salvatori Memorial Scholarship*

The Pietro Secchia Memorial Scholarship*
The Vincenzo Sellaro Scholarship

The George J . Spatuzza Memorial Scholarship
The Angelo Tomasso Sr . Scholarship

*Perpetual Scholarship was awarded at the 2022 NELA Gala.
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LAUREN APPEL
THE NATIONAL ITALIAN AMERICAN 
BAR ASSOCIATION & SONS OF ITALY 
FOUNDATION  SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Ithaca, NY
School:  Cornell
• Graduated summa cum laude and Phi 

Beta Kappa from Vanderbilt University, 
where I majored in Classical and 
Mediterranean Studies, Economics, 
and History of Art  

• Served as Notes Editor on the Cornell Law Review; received 
Frederic H . Weisberg Prize for Constitutional Law 

• Interned at the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in Phoenix

DIANA MOSCHETTI
THE PIETRO SECCHIA SCHOLARSHIP 

Hometown:  Rye, NY
School:  Tulane University/John 
Cabot University
• AP Scholar with Distinction 
• National Honors Society
• Tri-M Music Honors Society

REESE NOVESS
THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION’S 
AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF ROME 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Albion, MI
School:  The American University of 
Rome – Rome, Italy 
• Founding a club at the American 

University of Rome that connects 
students and supports them throughout 
traveling abroad and living alone and 
overcoming these challenges together .

• Co-President of the International 
Relations Club at the American University of Rome alongside the student 
assistant to the IR degree program

• Moved abroad to Rome at the age of 19 to pursue my degree and 
immerse in the Italian language . 

GRACE EVA RICHARDSON
THE ANTHONY J. & ELDORA B. 
PERFILIO SCHOLARSHIP FOR 
ITALIAN LANGUAGE 

Hometown:  Schereville, IN
School:  Indiana University
• Studied at the Complutense University 

of Madrid in Spain for the Spring 2022 
school semester

• Nominated and inducted member of 
Phi Beta Kappa, honors fraternity and 
Sigma Delta Pi, Spanish honors fraternity 

• Nominated and inducted member of Pol-IU-Glot multilingual 
student recognition group

MICHAELA GAFFNEY
THE FRANK D. PRIVITERA FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Boise, IA
School:  Boise State University
• Recipient of a President’s Writing Award 

during her undergraduate career for a 
piece she wrote discussing the specific 
barriers that the unhoused community 
experiences in Boise . This piece was 
based on her own personal experience 
battling housing insecurity during her senior year of high school .

• Current intern for the 3rd District Court District CASA guardian ad 
litem advocating for the rights of children in foster care .

• Works consistently with local organizations to promote social 
justice regarding accessibility issues on a systematic level . She is 
passionate about the concept of mutual aid to assist the nuanced 
struggles of people from minoritized backgrounds .  

ALEXANDER A. JOHNSON
THE NANCY DIFIORE QUINN  
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Long Beach, CA
School:  Columbia
• Will graduate in 2023 from Columbia 

University Vagelos College of 
Physicians and Surgeons with a dual 
degree (MD & MS in biomedical 
research), with plans to complete an 
Internal Medicine/Pediatrics combined 
residency . 

• Completing a nine-month Fulbright research grant at Politecnico di 
Milano in Milan, Italy, studying the intersection of urban health and 
architecture . 

• For as long as he physically can, he hopes to continue working any 
free summer weekends as an ocean lifeguard in his hometown of 
Long Beach, California . 

PAULINE RENDA
THE FRANZONE FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Wantagh, NY
School:  Columbia
• Currently studying for a Masters in 

Nurse Anesthesiology at Columbia 
University after four years of working 
as an ICU nurse .

• Worked front line during the COVID 
pandemic in the ICU for two years and 
was awarded the Heart of Gold Award for patient advocacy in the 
ICU .

• Awarded University of Delawares Promising Woman Award for 
work in the volunteer work in nursing community as well as research 
work in the improvement of the health of older Americans residing 
in assisted living centers .  

THE 2022 SIF NATIONAL LEADERSHIP GRANT RECIPIENTS
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CHARLES HARMON
THE HENRY F. SALVATORI 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  West Linn, OR
School:  Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology
• Completed 3 college math courses 

and 16 AP classes while in High 
School . Will graduate with a 4 .62 
GPA as Valedictorian . Commended as 
a National Merit Scholarship Winner, 
Presidential Scholar Nominee, Great American Rivalry Series 
Scholar Athlete, and 2-time AP Scholar with distinction .

• Was Quarterback and Team Captain of the 6A (top division) state 
semifinal football team . Named 2nd Team Mid-Season All-State and 
Honorable Mention All-TRL Quarterback . Will play football for 
MIT in college . 

• Co-founder and President of Young Men’s Service League (Oregon 
Chapter), an organization devoted to assisting the community 
through philanthropy and fostering strong mother son relationships . 

LAUREN G. BARTEL
THE CHARLES EVANS FOUNDATION 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Dallas, TX
School:  Harvard College
• Family hails from Campania and 

Calabria, is an award-winning 
writer, artist, and historian . She is an 
incoming freshman at Harvard College 
in fall 2022 . Her literary work, 
essays, artwork, and photography 
have appeared in national literary 
magazines, academic journals, and podcasts .

• Independent work in history won the national academic and research 
prize presented by the Nobel family, and her groundbreaking 
biology research regarding rare orchid propagation is pending 
publication in a scientific journal .

• For her volunteer work in environmental and conservation causes 
as well as child literacy and education, has twice been the recipient 
of the President’s Volunteer Service Award and has won the 
Congressional Award Silver Medal (the highest honor Congress can 
bestow on a youth civilian) .

RACHEL GULCZINSKI
THE LIDO CLUB OF WASHINGTON, 
DC SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Springboro, OH
School:  University of South Carolina
• Academic All-American recipient for 

the 2021-2022 swim season 
• Over 150 hours of volunteer service 

directed at improving my community 
• Secretary of the Leora Locke Chapter 

of the National Honor Society 

MATTEO MARSHALL
THE DENUNZIO FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Pfafftown, NC
School:  University of North Carolina, 
Greensboro
•Born and raised in Italy, decided to 

immigrate to the United States in 2007 
to join the US military and take part to 
the war against terrorism . 

• Combat wounded disabled veteran 
retired from the United States Marine Corps with the rank of 
Gunnery Sergeant . Awards include: (2) Purple Heart Medals, 
Combat Action Ribbon, Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal and (2) Navy and Marine Corps Commendation medals .

• Currently attending the School of Nursing at the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro . The decision to become a nurse stems from 
the desire to aid fellow injured veterans in overcoming mental and 
physical injuries .

RALPH CURRA
THE SIGNOR FORCELLINI 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Parkland, FL
School:  University of Alabama 
Honors College
• Incoming freshman at the University of 

Alabama’s Honors College, and I will 
be majoring in political science .

• National Merit Scholar and received 
the National Merit Finalist package 
from the University of Alabama .

• Served as president of the Patriotic Raiders club, vice president of my 
school’s National Italian Honor Society chapter, assistant director 
of a marine conservation

HEATHER DAMIA
THE FRANZONE FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Chatham, NY
School:  Dartmouth
• Performed in the Treble Choir at the 

2019 New York State School Music 
Association All-State Conference in 
Rochester, NY

• Awarded the Albert I . Dickerson 1930 
Freshman Writing Prize at Dartmouth 
College for her paper on on female detectives in the mystery genre 

• Served as Company Manager for Dartmouth College’s student-run 
Shakespeare troupe, the Dartmouth Rude Mechanicals, and acted 
leading roles in Henry IV Part 1, Much Ado About Nothing, The 
Two Gentlemen of Verona, and The Tempest 

THE 2022 SIF NATIONAL LEADERSHIP GRANT RECIPIENTS



1

33 r d a n n u a l  nela G a l a   1 3

MATTHEW NAWN
THE LUCIA & ANTONIO DE VICO 
FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Hanover, PA
School:  Villanova University
• Earned Eagle Scout in 2021 after 

completing a streetcar restoration in 
Baltimore, MD, that totaled more than 
1200 volunteer hours . 

• Medaled with a 13th place finish at the 
2021 PIAA State Cross Country Meet . 
I also own every cross country and track field (indoor and outdoor) 
school record for every distance from the 1600m-5000m run . 

• Awarded the Servant Leadership Award by the Sisters of Sts . Cyril 
and Methodius for demonstrating leadership through community 
involvement and dedication to my parish by serving as an usher for 5 
years . 

NOLAN KAPUTA
THE RAYNIER INSTITUTE 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Princeton, NJ
School:  Yale University
• Accepted and attending Yale 

University in the fall of 2022
• Four year varsity member of Mercer 

Club Rowing, placed 3rd in the nation 
in 2021

• Received AP Scholar award for 
receiving a score of 4 or 5 on 7 or more AP exams

TOBIA RUTH
THE PETER & JERI DEJANA 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Montclair, NJ
School:  University of Pennsylvania
• Will begin undergraduate study at 

University of Pennsylvania in Fall 2022 
in the Vagelos Integrated Program in 
Energy Research, planning to pursue 
a dual degree in Physics and Chemical/
Biomolecular Engineering .

• Competed at regional level for Liguria, Italy in the Giochi di 
Archimede math and logic competition 2018–2019, while living 
abroad freshman year in Genoa, Italy, and studying at the Liceo 
Classico Colombo

• Continues to conduct year-long research with Dr . Rodica Martin 
(Physics and Astronomy Department, College of Science and 
Mathematics, Montclair State University) focusing on investigations 
of magneto-optical materials for the development of low-loss optical 
isolators for future gravitational-wave detectors .

THE 2022 SIF NATIONAL LEADERSHIP GRANT RECIPIENTS

JOHN SOSCIA
THE BONCORE FAMILY 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown:  Cranston, RI
School:  Brown University
• Attending Brown University to study 

Applied Mathematics and International 
and Public Affairs .

• Raised over $40,000 for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society .

• Class president of my high school for 
the past four years .

JULIETTE JEROME
THE CARLO CARLONE 
SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown: Wilmington, DE
School:  Franklin and Marshall 
University
• During high school, I competed in 

ballet and contemporary dance, and 
won the ensemble gold medal at the 
World Ballet Competition in Orlando, 
Florida . 

• Competed on my high school’s Science Olympiad team for 3 years 
and won 2 gold medals, one silver medal, and one bronze medal . 

• Attended a performing and visual arts high school and several of 
my paintings have been featured in multiple art galleries across 
Delaware . 

FRANCESCO BONVINI
THE ITALIAN AMERICAN BASEBALL 
FOUNDATION & SONS OF ITALY 
FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP

Hometown: Parma, Italy
School:  Kingsborough Community 
College
• Bonvini, who is from Parma in 

Northern Italy, is playing baseball at 
Kingsborough Community College in 
Brooklyn

• Selected as the CUNYAC Pitcher of the Year in the CUNYAC 
Championship . The right-hander was sensational, surrendering 
only one hit with seven strikeouts in the complete game victory . For 
his efforts, the Parma, Italy native was named the championships 
Most Valuable Player .

• Was also named CUNYAC Pitcher of the Week in March
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Joe Mantegna
M A S T E R  O F  C E R E M O N I E S

A Tony and Emmy award-winning American actor, producer, writer, and director, Joe Mantegna 
has more than 40 years of performance experience, earning him a star on Hollywood’s Walk of 
Fame . 

 He is best known for roles in box-office hits such as David Mamet’s highly acclaimed House 
of Games, as well as Forget Paris, and CARS 2, and the CBS television series Criminal Minds . His 
newest project is As We See It and Amazon Prime original series . 

 As father of an autistic daughter, Mr . Mantegna has spent many years helping autistic 
children and families through ACT for Military Families, Easter Seals, and Autism Speaks .

 He has received numerous awards for his work with various veterans’ and military 
organizations and the USO . In 2012, he was named the National Spokesperson for the campaign to 
build the United States Army Museum in Ft . Belvoir, Virginia . 

This year marks his 17thth consecutive year as host of the National Memorial Day Concert and 
the SIF NELA Gala .  

Help Our Military Heroes
“IMPROVING THE LIVES OF OUR WOUNDED MILITARY HEROES THROUGH MOBILITY AND INDEPENDENCE”

Help Our Military Heroes (HOMH) is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing fully equipped, 
adaptive minivans to our country’s most severely wounded, injured, and ill service men and women who 
sustained their injuries while on active duty . HOMH works with each individual to provide a minivan with 
modifications specific to his or her needs . It was co-founded in 2009 by Laurie (née Serricchio) and Ted 
Hollander and Marybeth Vandergrift . Since then, they have awarded 186 adaptive minivans to deserving 
veterans .

This year, the Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) presented a donation of $20,000 to HOMH . This 
year’s donation marks the eighth time in nine years that the Sons of Italy Foundation has donated at least 
$20,000 to HOMH . The donation provides a minivan grant for a veteran who was injured while on active 
duty . The recipient is to be determined . 

Last year’s donation provided a minivan grant for United States 
Coast Guard CPT Lucas ‘Luke’ Jackson (ret .), who was injured 
while on active duty and is now paralyzed .

“Thank you to the Sons of Italy Foundation for making it 
possible to get this van . It’s made my life a whole lot easier as far as 
transportation goes,” he said . “It’s made me a lot more independent, 
a lot more willing to go out and do things on my own .”

Prior to receiving the van, Luke had relied heavily on his wife, Ellen, whom he’d met while both 
were stationed for the Coast Guard in Alaska . “Having the van makes it a lot easier to get in like I could 
before my injury and just go out on a date and not have to worry about breaking down the wheelchair,” 
he said . “It adds a little bit more normalcy to my life .”

United States Coast Guard 
CPT Lucas ‘Luke’ Jackson 

(ret.) behind the wheel of his 
modified van donated by the 

Sons of Italy Foundation.

Luke with his wife, Ellen. 



1

33 r d a n n u a l  nela G a l a   1 5

The Sicilian Tenors
F E A T U R E D  P E R F O R M E R

The Sons of Italy Foundation is pleased to welcome The Sicilian Tenors, fresh 
off their award winning program airing on PBS stations around the country, in 
their first performance at the annual National Education & Leadership Awards 
Gala . The Sicilian Tenors will take the audience on a romantic journey to Italy, 
for some Neapolitan classics, and then back to America for a few Italian-American 
classics as well, including a new song in honor of the great Luciano Pavarotti . 

Aaron Caruso, Elio Scaccio, and Sam Vitale, proudly represent the best in 
Italian and Italian-American music as they perform across the United States and 
all over the world . They have performed at Carnegie Hall, NBC’s Saturday Night 
Live studio for a worldwide Comcast Special, multiple venues in Las Vegas, and 
have sung patriotic songs at major sporting events for MLB, NFL, and NHL 
games, and have been the headliners at the country’s biggest Italian Festivals . 

The Sicilian Tenors are honored to be the sponsors of the new “The Neapolitan and Italian Art Song Competition - Scholarship Award” 
which will be held annually at The University of Michigan School of Music . They will honor the great music of our heritage and help promote 
it for future generations of singers to come .

Maria Fassio Pignati
F E A T U R E D  P E R F O R M E R

Performing the American and Italian national anthems for us this evening is soprano Maria 
Fassio Pignati of San Francisco . She earned a B .A . in Music with a minor in Italian prior to 
studying voice and piano at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music .

 Ms . Fassio Pignati is a well-known soprano soloist who performs in various venues and 
is a member of the “Trio Amore” opera ensemble, which has recorded a collection of classic 
Italian love songs entitled La Vita Bella. She has also performed the National Anthem for the 
San Francisco Giants, Oakland Athletics, and Golden State Warriors, and at many other venues .  

Active in the Italian-American community for more than forty years, Ms . Fassio Pignati is 
a past state president of the Sons and Daughters of Italy’s Grand Lodge of California, which 
consists of lodges in California, southern Oregon, and western Nevada . She also serves on 
the boards of several organizations, including the San Francisco Italian Heritage Celebration, 
Italian Community Services, and is a past co-opted member of COM .IT .ES San Francisco, 
representing the Sons and Daughters of Italy .

For her long-standing service to the Bay Area’s Italian community, Maria Fassio Pignati was recently made a Commander of 
the Italian Republic with the title “Commendatore dell’Ordine della Stella d’Italia .” Maria has been performing at the NELA Gala 
since 2010 .
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NELA HIGHLIGHTS 

Honorees & Special Guests

NIAID (NIH) Director Dr. Anthony Fauci accepts the 
Special Recognition Award for Science and Medicine 

at the 2015 NELA

President George W. Bush ad-
dresses the 2004 NELA

Dr. Michael J. Sofia, who discovered the cure for 
Hepatitis C, accepts the Humanitarian Award at 

the 2018 NELA

The 2018 NELA scholarship winners
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The SIF proudly hosts many veterans at the 2018 NELA

(L. to R.) Then-SIF President Joseph J. DiTrapani, FIAT/
Chrysler CEO Sergio Marchionne, and OSDIA National 

Past President Vincent Sarno at the 2013 NELA 

(L. to R.)  Madeleine Albright, Hillary Rodham Clinton,  
Geraldine Ferraro, Nancy Pelosi and Mary Landrieu

FIVE WOMEN TRAILBLAZERS  
AT THE 2007 NELA

President Joe Biden, with First Lady Jill Biden and 
granddaughter Naomi, speaks about his Italian-

American wife at the 2009 NELA.
AIDS & Cancer 

Researcher  
Dr. Robert Gallo  

accepts the 2002 
NELA Award
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U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice Antonin Scalia 
talks with scholarship recipient Candice Aitken at 

the 1991 NELA

SIF President Joseph Sciame with Italy’s 
Ambassador to the U.S. Armando Varricchio 

at the 2016 NELA.

Singer of the United States and Italian Anthems, Maria 
Fassio Pignati, with the Takoma Park Police Department 

Honor Guard at the NELA ballroom at the Gaylord 
National Resort & Convention Center. About 400 guests 

attend annually

SIF Trustee Joseph Cicippio (right) and his wife 
Elham with then-SIF President Joseph DiTrapani 

(middle), Matthew McCarville (left), and Karen Mc-
Carville at the 2017 NELA
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(L. to R.) Justice Samuel Alito, Secretary Leon 
Panetta, and retired OSDIA Executive Director 

Philip Piccigallo at the 2014 NELA

Music Producer Quincy Jones introduces Honoree 
President Bill Clinton at the 2010 NELA

Tony Bennett performs at the 2003 NELA
(L. to R.) New York State Representative Susan Molinari, 
Glen Funicello, OSDIA National Past President Joanne 
Strollo, Annette Funicello, and OSDIA National Past  

President Peter Zuzolo at the 1993 NELA
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THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION

Making a Difference
The Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) is the philanthropic arm of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 
in America (OSDIA) . Established in 1959, the SIF has given nearly $165 million to scholarships, 
philanthropy, medical research, cultural projects, disaster relief efforts, veterans’ causes and other 
special projects .

ScholarShIpS, educaTIonal opporTunITIeS & SupporT

Every year, the SIF and OSDIA lodges give 
scholarships to promising Italian-American 
students. Since 1959, the SIF has given tens of 
millions of dollars in scholarships at the local, 
state and national levels.

dISaSTer relIeF

The SIF donates generously to disaster relief in the U.S. and abroad. With the help of State Grand 
Lodges, Local Filial Lodges, and individual donors, the SIF raised $200,000 to aid relief efforts for 
the Central Italy earthquake that struck in August 2016. In 2018, the SIF donated those funds to the 
Andrea Bocelli Foundation, who headed a project to rebuild a kindergarten and elementary school 
in Muccia, a town located in the Marche region. On behalf of the SIF, then-OSDIA COO Joseph 
DiTrapani spoke at the inauguration of the school on June 26, 2019.

(Photo Courtesy of Giacomo Moresi)
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medIcal reSearch
The SIF supports research to help national charities 
find cures for the most devastating diseases like 
Alzheimer’s disease, autism, and Cooley’s anemia.

(Photo Courtesy of Jeremy Hiebert)

The SIF supports the establishment and restoration of 
U.S. monuments, including the Statue of Liberty, the 
World War II Memorial, and National 9/11 Memorial 
& Museum in New York City. 

culTural preServaTIon  
& ImmIGraTIon hISTory

The SIF’s Garibaldi-Meucci Museum is a center of Italian 
culture on Staten Island, NY. The SIF also contributes to 
preserving Italian immigrant documents at the Immigration 
History Research Center in Minnesota and now has 
partnered with Ancestry.com to broaden its impact.

honorInG and aSSISTInG ThoSe 
who proTecT and Serve

The SIF helped fund the creation of the World War II 
Memorial and the National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial. In recent years, the SIF has given tens of 
thousands of dollars to various groups that support 
veterans’ causes, including the Wounded Warrior 
Project, the Gary Sinise Foundation, Help Our Military 
Heroes, and Luke’s Wing’s, among others. 

SpecIal proJecTS

(Photo Courtesy of Amy Dreher)

(Photo Courtesy of Mark Fischer)
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THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION 

Contribution Highlights

1959   Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF) established as the 
philanthropic arm of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy 
in America, the nation’s oldest and biggest organization for 
people of Italian heritage .

1964 $25,000 for flood victims in Belluno, Italy

1966 $200,000 for flood victims in Florence and Venice

1967 Designates March of Dimes as one of its official charities and 
donates more than $14 million over the next two decades

1968 $127,000 for earthquake victims in Sicily

1974 Names Cooley’s Anemia Foundation as an official charity.  
To date, donated nearly $3 million .

1976 $217,000 for earthquake victims in Friuli, Italy

1981 $3 million in funds plus medicine and clothing to victims 
of the 1980 Irpinia earthquake in southern Italy

1985 Contributes to restoration of Ellis Island and the Statue of 
Liberty

1987 $30,000 to earthquake victims in Mexico

1989 Holds first National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA) event in Washington, DC

1990 $50,000 to establish the National Law Enforcement 
Officers Memorial in Washington, DC

1993 Names the Alzheimer’s Association one of its official 
charities and donates $1 million over the next 10 years .  

1998 $50,000 to Barbara Sinatra Hospital for Abused Children

2003 $66,000 to establish an Advanced Placement program in 
Italian; Gave additional $50,000 in 2010 to re-instate the 
program .

2004 $100,000 to establish a World War II memorial in 
Washington, DC

2005 $15,000 to the Tsunami Emergency Relieve effort in Asia

2006 $35,000 for Hurricane Katrina Relief

2007 $100,000 to the National September 11 Memorial & 
Museum in NYC

 $100,000 to Coaches vs . Cancer 

2008 $100,000 over past four years to the Rienzi Foundation to 
cure deafness through cochlear implants

2010  The Charles Evans Foundation, formed by Evan-Picone 
fashion house co-founder Charles Evans, selects the SIF to 
receive a quarter-million-dollar endowment to establish the 
perpetual Charles Evans Scholarship .

 $100,000 to build the World Trade Center Museum & 
Memorial in New York City

 $10,000 scholarship to Medal of Honor recipient Salvatore 
Giunta

2011 $235,000 to help rebuild the Fondazione Il Cireneo Onlus 
per L’Autismo, a center for autistic children, destroyed by 
the 2009 L’Aquila earthquake .

 Pledges a second $1 million contribution to the 
Alzheimer’s Association

2013 $25,000 to Super Storm Sandy Relief; $15,000 to the 
Gary Sinise Foundation; and $50,000 since 2008 to the 
Columbus Citizens Foundation

2014 $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes

2015 SIF/OSIA gives more than $300,000 to Alzheimer’s 
Association; Doug Flutie, Jr . Foundation for Autism, Inc .; 
and Cooley’s Anemia Foundation .

2016    $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes; $10,000 to the 
Gary Sinise Foundation; $10,000 to K9 Partners for 
Patriots, Inc .

2017   Raised disaster relief funds for those affected by Hurricane 
Harvey and Irma; $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes

2018   $25,000 to Help Our Military Heroes

 $100,000 to rebuild kindergarten and elementary school 
in Muccia (Marche region), destroyed by the 2016 Central 
Italy earthquake

2019 A second $100,000 to rebuild kindergarten and 
elementary school in Muccia (Marche region), destroyed by 
the 2016 Central Italy earthquake

 $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes

 $5,000 to Constantino Brumidi Statue in Annapolis,   
 Maryland

2020 $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes; $15,000 to   
 The V Foundation for Cancer Research $10,000 to   
 Ronald McDonald House of New York

2021  $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes
 $45,000 to Cooley’s Anemia Foundation
 $30,000 to Doug Flutie, Jr . Foundation for Autism, Inc
 $42,000 to Alzheimer’s Association
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THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION
THE SIF AWARD RECIPIENTS 1989-2021

the SOnS Of Italy fOundatIOn (SIf) awardS are gIven annually 
at the SIf’S nela gala held every may In waShIngtOn, d.c.

2021
The Polo Family
Aerospace Manufacturers
National Education & Leadership Award

yolanda CelluCCi
Fashion Entrepreneur
Excellence in Business Award

BoB & lisa TramonTano
Humanitarian Award

JosePh mele
Engineer, Professor, Designer, Inventor
Lifetime Achievement Award 

2019
ViVian Cardia
Benefactor & Supporter, Italian American Causes
National Education &  
Leadership Award

Bruno CiaCCiarelli
President, Roadtex Transportation
Excellence in Business Award

The Frank & angela donio Famly
Humanitarian Award

lieuTenanT general (reT.) 
raymond PalumBo
Partner and Co-Founder, Venturi Solutions
Award for Courage & Patriotism 

2018
The delgrosso Family
Owners & Founders, DelGrosso Foods
National Education & Leadership Award

lawrenCe “PeTe” Peduzzi
President & Founder, Peduzzi Associates Ltd.
Excellence in Business Award

dr. miChael J. soFia
Chief Scientific Officer, Arbutus Biopharma, Inc.
Humanitarian Award 

2017
The hon. JessiCa garFola wrighT
Major General (Ret.)
Award for Courage and Patriotism

rear admiral margareT deluCa 
“Peg” klein
U.S. Navy (Retired)
National Education &  
Leadership Award

anThony J. CanCelosi
President & CEO, Columbia Lighthouse for the 
Blind
Humanitarian Award

2016
JosePh m. maTTone, sr.
Chairman & CEO, The Mattone Group
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

mary ann Pessolano maTTone, 
rn/mPh
Philanthropist & Community Leader
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

dr. Condoleezza riCe
66th Secretary of State
Lifetime Achievement Award  
for Public Service

niCholas e. Calio
President & CEO, Airlines for America
Award for Excellence in Business

Paul rinaldi
President, National Air Traffic Controllers 
Association
Humanitarian Award 

2015
gen. raymond T. odierno
Chief of Staff, United States Army
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

Terry o’sulliVan
General President, Laborers’ International Union of 
North America
Lifetime Achievement Award for Public 
Service

anThony s. FauCi, m.d.
Director, National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases, NIH
Special Recognition Award for Science & 
Medicine

alFred grasso
President & CEO, The MITRE Corporation
Humanitarian Award

geno auriemma
Head Coach, University of Connecticut Women’s 
Basketball
Special Award for Excellence in Sports 
Leadership 

2014
The hon. leon PaneTTa 
Former u.s. seCreTary oF deFense
Former Director, CIA
Former White House Chief of Staff
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

u.s. senaTor ChrisToPher J. dodd
Chairman & Chief Executive Officer, Motion 
Picture  
Association of America 
Former United States Senator (CT)
Lifetime Achievement Award  
for Public Service

harry lomBardo
International President, Transport Workers 
Union
Humanitarian Award

lT. gen. Flora d. darPino
39th Judge Advocate General of the U.S. Army
Special Award for Military Justice

2013
roBerT F. Corrao
Chairman & CEO, Ski TV Network
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)



24  T h e  S o n S  o f  I Ta ly  f o u n d aT I o n

1

sergio marChionne
Chairman & CEO, Chrysler Group LLC,
CEO, FIAT S.p.A
Award for Excellence in Global Business

gen. Colin l. Powell (usa reT.)
65th U.S. Secretary of State &
12th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Lifetime Achievement Award  
for Public Service

gary sinise
Actor, Activist, & Founder, the Gary Sinise 
Foundation
Award for Courage & Patriotism 

2012
hillary rodham ClinTon
U.S. Secretary of State
Lifetime Achievement Award  
for Public Service

armand saBiToni
General Secretary, Laborers International Union 
of North America
Humanitarian Award

Claudio Bozzo
President, Mediterranean Shipping Company, 
Inc.
Award for Excellence in Business

gen. PeTer PaCe, u.s. marine 
CorPs. (reT.)
16th Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Award for Courage & Patriotism

2011
Carmen PoliCy
Founder & Proprietor, Casa Piena Vineyard
Former Owner & CEO, San Francisco 49ers
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

JaCk reed
U.S. Senator from Rhode Island
Veteran, U.S. Army 82nd Airborne Division
Lifetime Achievement Award f 
or Public Service

Pier F. guarguaglini
Chairman & CEO, Finmeccanica SpA
Award for Excellence in Global Business

sTeVen nardizzi, esq.
Executive Director, Wounded Warrior Project
Special Award for Courage & Patriotism

2010
lewis C. merleTTi  
Former Director, United States Secret 
Service  
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

PresidenT Bill ClinTon 
Founder, William J. Clinton Foundation 
Lifetime Achievement Award  
for Public Service

CaPT. anThony odierno  
(u.s. army, reT.)   
Manager, Stadium Operations, NY 
Yankees   
Special Award for Courage & 
Patriotism 

2009
JosePh r. Biden, Jr. 
Vice President of the United States 
Lifetime Achievement Award  
for Public Service

arThur J. gaJarsa 
Federal Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals            
Lifetime Achievement Award in 
Jurisprudence

roBerT a. sCardelleTTi 
International President, Transportation  
Communications Union/IAM
Humanitarian Award

mary ann esPosiTo 
Host/Creator, “Ciao Italia” PBS TV 
Lifetime Achievement Award  
in the Culinary Arts

2008
JosePh Plumeri 
Chairman & CEO, Willis Group
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA) 

sTeVe wy nn  
Chairman & CEO, Wynn Resorts 
Award for Global Vision & Philanthropy

miChael PeTruzzello 
Founder & Managing Partner, Qorvis 
Communications
Award Excellence in Business 

alFred roTondaro, Phd 
Sr. Fellow, Center for American Progress
Humanitarian Award

2007
niCholas donoFrio 
Executive VP, IBM
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA) 

geraldine Ferraro 
Former Congresswoman from New York 
Lifetime Achievement Award f 
or Public Service

Frank giordano  
President, Union League of Philadelphia
Humanitarian Award

The rienzi FoundaTion 
Making A Difference Award

2006
miChael rienzi 
President  & Founder, Rienzi & Sons 
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

FranCo nusChese 
President, Georgetown Entertainment Group, 
LLC
Excellence in Business

roBerT e. Juliano 
Chairman, Robert E. Juliano Associates
Humanitarian Award

2005
dana gioia 
Chairman, National Endowment For the Arts
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

JosePh BaTTiPaglia 
CIO, Ryan Beck & Co.
Business Award

karen ignagni 
President & CEO, America’s Health Insurance 
Plans
Lifetime Achievement in Management

JosePh g. ProCaCCi 
CEO, Procacci Brothers Sales Corp.
OSIA Centennial Award



1

33 r d a n n u a l  nela G a l a   2 5

2004
JosePh grano  
Chairman, UBS Financial Services 
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

silVio BerlusConi 
Prime Minister of Italy
International Leadership Award

John de gioia 
President, Georgetown University
Excellence in Academia Award

FranCes VisCo 
President, National Breast Cancer Coalition
Humanitarian Award

2003
Charles gargano 
Chairman, Empire State Development 
Corp. 
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

andy granaTelli
Automotive designer, driver & engineer
Lifetime Achievement Award

riChard l. Trumka 
Secretary-Treasurer, AFL-CIO
Humanitarian Award

2002
roBerT gallo, m.d. 
AIDS & Cancer researcher
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA) 

marTin J. maddaloni 
General President, United Association 
Humanitarian Award 

Joe manTegna 
Actor
Excellence in Media Award

2001
John F. mariani 
Chairman, Banfi Vintners 
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

roBerT a. georgine 
Chairman, President & CEO, ULLICO, Inc.
Humanitarian Award

regis PhilBin  
Television Host
Lifetime Achievement Award

2000
mario andreTTi 
Racing Legend & Business Entrepreneur
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

Connie sTeVens 
Actress & Businesswoman
Humanitarian Award

1999
andrew a. gianCamilli 
Former President & General Merchandise 
Manager, Kmart Corporation
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

Tony BenneTT 
Legendary Entertainer
Humanitarian Award

1998
Phil guarasCio  
Former Vice President & General Manager 
of North American Marketing & Advertising, 
General Motors Corporation
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

Frank sinaTra  
Legendary Entertainer, Producer & 
Philanthropist
Humanitarian Award

1997
PeTer F. seCChi
Chairman, Universal Forest Products, Inc. & 
Former U.S. Ambassador to Italy
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

Tommy lasorda
Vice President/Former Manager, LA Dodgers
Humanitarian Award

1996
Joe PaTerno  
Head Football Coach, Pennsylvania State 
University
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA) 

alFred a. CheCChi
Former Co-Chairman, Northwest Airlines 
Corporation
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

1995
JosePh e. anTonini 
President, JEA Enterprises, Inc.
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

1994
The honoraBle louis J. Freeh   
Senior Vice Chairman of Administrative & Legal 
Affairs, MBNA America, Inc.
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

1993
anneTTe FuniCello
Entertainer
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

1992
dr. anThony s. FauCi   
Director, the National Institute of Allergy &  
Infectious Diseases at the NIH
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

1991
The honoraBle anTonin sCalia 
U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice 
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)

1990
The honoraBle silVio o. ConTe 
 U.S. Congressman from Massachusetts
National Education & Leadership Award (N
ELA)                               

1989
lou CarneseCCa 
St. John’s University Head Basketball Coach 
(Ret.) 
National Education & Leadership Award 
(NELA)
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B O A R D  O F  T R U S T E E S

Robert A . Bianchi, Esq .
Chair

Joseph Sciame
President

Nancy DiFiore Quinn
Vice Chair

Joseph A . Boncore, Esq .
First Vice President

Anthony J. Perfilio, Esq.
Recording Secretary

Louis R . Santoro
Financial Secretary

Joseph Rondinelli 
Treasurer

T R U S T E E S

Philip R . Boncore, Esq .
Joseph Cicippio
Vera Ferrara Girolami
Shayla Kaestle, CPA
Mary Kovach, Ph .D .
Carlo Matteucci 
Tony Naccarato
Maria Fassio Pignati
Marianne Principe-O’Neil 
Philip J . Privitera, Esq .
Joseph A . Russo

President Emeriti
Joseph DiTrapani
Paul S . Polo
Vincent Sarno

Trustee Emeriti
Salvatore Lanzilotta 
Frank J . Panessa
Joanne L . Strollo

R E S O U R C E  A D V I S O R S

Dr . Mark S . DeNunzio
Thom Lupo

2 0 2 2  S I F  S C H O L A R S H I P  S E L E C T I O N 
C O M M I T T E E

Michele Ment, Co-Chair
Joseph Facciolo, Co-Chair
Robert Amante 
Mary Ann Re
Catena Spiritosanto

2 0 2 2  S I F  S C H O L A R S H I P  S E L E C T I O N 
C O N S U L T A N T S

Lucio D’Andrea
President Emeritus, The Abruzzo & Molise Heritage 
Society
Washington, D.C.

Edvige D’Andrea
The Abruzzo & Molise Heritage Society
Washington, D.C.

Stephanie Haines
Bowdoin College, Maine

Gene Logan
American University, Washington, D.C.

THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION

Board and Committees
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N A T I O N A L  O F F I C E  S T A F F

THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION

Staff and Consultants

 Justin Smith
Managing Director

Shayla Kaestle, CPA
Director of Finance and Accounting

Andrew Cotto
Editor-in-Chief, Italian America magazine

Joana Bala
Program Coordinator

Michael Howard
Bookkeeper

Harrison Brown
Administrative Assistant

C O N S U L T A N T S

Dan Ashwell  
Printing Solutions, Inc . 

Printing 
 

Karin’s Florists
Floral Design

Core Productions LLC
Videography

David Keith Photography
Photography

Diane Vincent
Graphic Design
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The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America®
FOUNDED IN 1905

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA) is the oldest and largest national organization for 
men and women of Italian heritage in the United States . Established to help the early Italian immigrants, today 
OSDIA is the nation’s leading Italian-American service and advocacy organization . It has a network of thousands 
of family members in all 50 states plus the District of Columbia and has lodges extending across the country and 
into Canada .

Its programs and benefits include:

• ITALIAN AMERICA® MAGAZINE   The most widely read magazine in the U .S . for people of Italian heritage, Italian America is 
distributed quarterly to OSDIA members and includes feature stories, profiles, recipes, book reviews, stories in Italian, and much 
more . 

• MEMBER PROFILES  OSDIA members across the country can connect with each other by logging into their Member Accounts 
on www .osia .org and viewing Member Profiles . This allows members to network and share pertinent information, such as travel 
advice, genealogy, and book/movie/recipe recommendations . Filling out a Member Profile is completely voluntary, and the 
profiles can be viewed only by other OSDIA Members . 

• EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS   OSDIA partners with over 25 companies to offer discounts and special offers for a variety of 
industries from Italian genealogy and dual citizenship to car rental and life insurance .

• THE SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA BOOK CLUB   OSDIA promotes the published work of its members 
through The Sons and Daughters of Italy in America Book Club on www .osia .org . 

• THE GARIBALDI-MEUCCI MUSEUM   Once the home of Antonio Meucci, the true inventor of the telephone, and a refuge to 
Giuseppe Garibaldi, the man who unified Italy, the museum now promotes Italian-American heritage through cultural, artistic, and 
educational programs and classes . 

• ARCHIVES   OSDIA supports historical records on our Order and on Italian immigration history through a grant to the University 
of Minnesota as well as a partnership with Ancestry .com . 

The Commission for Social Justice®
FOUNDED IN 1979

The CSJ’s mission is to fight the stereotyping and defamation of Italian Americans by the entertainment, 
advertising, and news industries . It collaborates with other groups to ensure that people of all races, religions, 
and cultures are treated fairly . 

• The CSJ monitors the entertainment, advertising, and news industries . It contacts the offending 
parties by letter and email and initiates a “Call to Action” that encourages other Italian-American 
organizations, OSDIA Grand and Local Lodges, and concerned individuals to take action as well .

• Through its Positive Image Program, the CSJ regularly informs the media and general public about the 
achievements, contributions, history, and culture in Italian-American community . 

• As part of its Positive Image Program, the CSJ conducts research and produces studies, teaching tools, pamphlets, exhibits, and 
other materials on the achievements and contributions of the Italian Americans .

• The CSJ is actively engaged in the unification of all Italian-American organization throughout the country and leads the Italian-
American community by action .

• The CSJ believes in diversity not by Substitution or Subtraction, but by Addition.
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Anthony M. Lacon
Salvatore Lanzilotta
Lynn Lawrence-Murphy (C)
Stephanie R. Levine
Paul R. Loparco 
Thom A. Lupo (C)
Joseph Marino
Mike Massaro
Saverio Mastandrea
Carlo Matteucci (C)
Michele Ment
Alessia Meri
Anthony J. Montcalmo
William (Bill) Murphy
Arlene M. Nunziati (C)
Emilio A. Nunziati
Lorenzo J. Nunziati
Dan Onofrio
Robert Paniccia
Anthony J. Perfilio (C)
Eldora B. Perfilio (C)
Maria Fassio Pignati (C) 
Michael G. Polo (C)
Michael S. Polo (C)
Paul S. Polo (C)
Marianne Principe-O’Neil (C)
Thomas S. Pruse (C)
Nancy DiFiore Quinn (C)

Mary Ann Re
Anita Lombardi Riley (C)
Julio Rodio
Anna Ross
Dominic A. Rossi
Joseph A. Rubé
Joseph A. Russo (C)
Pauline Russo
Frank Sammartano
Diane M. Santoro
Louis Santoro
Vincent Sarno (C)
David E. Scardino
Joseph Sciame (C)
Angelo A. Sedacca
Colin A. Smith
Joanne L. Strollo (C)
Timothy J. Tabala
Sadie Koehler Tamburine
Amelia Jean Varni (C)
Eva Catherine Varni (C)
Nella Bianca Varni (C)
Kurt W. Weis, Jr.
Matthew Gavin Westover (C)
Robert Foster Westover (C)
Keith Wilson
Barbara Wisniewski
Vincent Anthony Zaccaria, Sr.

(C) denotes Charter Member

If you are interested in becoming a Gold Member, 
please contact the National Office at (202) 547-2900 or noffice@osia.org 

Robert U. Amante
Linda Buccini Anderson (C)
Tony Bisceglia J. Anderson (C)
Robert A. Bianchi, Esq. (C)
Jason Blandford
John J. Bonaventura
Joseph A. Boncore, Esq.
Larry T. Brennan
Nick Burzichelli
Ralph M. Capaccio
John Carochi
Anthony Cianciotta
Frances A. Cipriotti (C) 
David A. Corsi
John Dattilio
Mark S. DeNunzio, DDS (C)
Paula E. Desalvo
Gary J. Distaffen
Joseph DiTrapani (C) 
Robert Ferrito
Leonard L. Folino
R. Adam Forno (C)
Verne Foss (C)
Frank Gattuso
Al Girolami (C)
Vera Girolami (C)
Angelo Glaviano
Biagio Isgro (C)

Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America® 
Gold Membership Program

National President Robert A. Bianchi, Esq., and the Supreme Council 
thanks you for your commitment to our beloved Order

As of May 9, 2022







 
 

 
 
 
 

IInn  mmeemmoorryy  ooff  FFrraanncceessccoo  aanndd  MMaarryy  GGiiaammbbeellllii  
aanndd    

ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  tthheeiirr  lliiffeettiimmee  cchhaarriittaabbllee  ddeeeeddss  
 
 

 

 

TThhee  FFrraanncceessccoo  aanndd  MMaarryy  GGiiaammbbeellllii  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  IInncc..  
eexxtends congratulations to  

TThhee  NNaattiioonnaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  &&  LLeeaaddeerrsshhiipp  22002222  AAwwaarrdd  WWiinnnneerrss    
 

TThhee  HHoonnoorraabbllee  RRoossaa  DDeeLLaauurroo  

LLiiddiiaa  MMaattttiicccchhiioo  BBaassttiiaanncchh  

AAnnggeelloo  VViivvoolloo  

LLaauurriiee  SSeerrrriicccchhiioo  HHoollllaannddeerr  

 
and is honored to support the  

SSoonnss  ooff  IIttaallyy  FFoouunnddaattiioonn  
 

 
FFrraanncceessccoo  aanndd  MMaarryy  GGiiaammbbeellllii  FFoouunnddaattiioonn,,  IInncc..  

Angelo Vivolo, Claudio DeVellis and Justine DeVito Tenney, Directors 



Saluting those making a difference 
in our communities.

Lockheed Martin is proud to support the Sons of Italy in its contribution 
to American medical research, cultural projects, disaster relief efforts, 

veterans’ projects and other causes. We congratulate this year’s National 
Education & Leadership Awards honorees for their lifetime of work 

leading,serving and innovating.

©
 2022 LOCKH

EED
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 CORPORATION
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T E A M S T E R S
L O C A L  1 1 5 0
BUILDERS OF SIKORSKY HELICOPTERS

THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
UNWAVERING SUPPORT TO OUR 

MEMBERSHIP

 
ROCCO CALO

SECRETARY TREASURER
PRINCIPAL OFFICER

JOHN SANTAMARIA
PRESIDENT

RICK ROLLINSON
VICE PRESIDENT

ED SMITH
RECORDING SECRETARY 

ELECTED BUSINESS AGENT

DENNIS “DJ” YAREMICH
MIA BRIDGEFORTH
AMY GIANNINOTO

TRUSTEES

150 GARFIELD AVENUE   -   STRATFORD, CONNECTICUT 16615

203-381-9240

www.teamsters1150.org





www.columbuscitizens.org

Columbus Citizens 
Foundation is a non-profit 

organization best known for 
organizing New York City’s 

Columbus Celebration.  
We are committed to 

fostering an appreciation 
of Italian-American culture 
and heritage nation-wide, 

and provide scholarship 
assistance to students of 
Italian-American descent 

who are academically gifted 
but lack financial means.

Columbus Citizens Foundation 
is a Proud Supporter of  

Order Sons and Daughters  
of Italy in America

Congratulations to all of  
tonight’s honorees -  

especially our Board Member
Angelo Vivolo 

and our 2007 Grand Marshal 
Lidia Bastianich! 

JOIN US ON OCTOBER 10, 2022!
The Columbus Day Parade in New York City is the 

largest celebration of Italian heritage in the world. 
Please email ccf@columbuscitizens.org to find out 

how you can be a part of the event!

CCF_OSIA_ad_8.5x11_grx.indd   1CCF_OSIA_ad_8.5x11_grx.indd   1 5/6/22   10:21 AM5/6/22   10:21 AM



Congratulations
&

Sincere BeSt WiSheS

We are proud to support the
National Sons of Italy Foundation

at their 33rd Annual 
National Education & Leadership Awards Gala

New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc.
      Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America

2101 Bellmore Avenue  Bellmore, New York 11710-5605

www.nysosia.org

Michele Cangiano Ment
Foundation President



The Grand Lodge of New York
Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America

Salute the Sons of Italy Foundation
On the Occasion of the 

33rd Annual 
National Education & Leadership

Awards Gala

Congratulations
to the outStanding honoreeS!
2101 Bellmore Avenue  Bellmore, New York 11710-5605

1 (800) 722-OSIA (6742)   www.nysosia.org

Michele Cangiano Ment
State President



AAddvviissiinngg  ccoommppaanniieess  ddooiinngg  bbuussiinneessss    

wwiitthh  tthhee  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt  ooff  DDeeffeennssee    

aanndd  tthhee    

UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  GGoovveerrnnmmeenntt    

ssiinnccee  11999955  
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2022 NELA

        

THE FLORIDA FOUNDATION 
GRAND LODGE OF FLORIDA

CONGRATULATES THE 2022 HONOREES 
Lifetime Achievement Award for Public Service

THE HONORABLE CONGRESSWOMAN
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES - ROSA DELAURO 

Lifetime Achievement Award in the International Culinary Arts
CHEF, AUTHOR, TV HOST & RESTAURATEUR -

LIDIA MATTICCHIO BASTIANICH

Lifetime Achievement Award in Italian
American Leadership

PHILANTHROPIST & ENTREPRENEUR – ANGELO VIVOLO

 Award for Courage and Patriotism
PRESIDENT  & CO-FOUNDER “HELP OUR MILITARY HEROS” -

 LAURIE SERRICCHIO HOLLANDER

 Joseph Dente - Florida Foundation President
Anthony Cianciotta - State President





 
 

 New Jersey ShopRites 
        Bayonne         Columbia Park              Emerson                Fair Lawn             

    Hackensack           Hillsdale                    Hoboken                    Lodi                       

     Lyndhurst          Metro Plaza             New Milford            Northvale                     

  Palisades Park        Ramsey                    Wallington               Wayne            

                                West Milford                Wyckoff 
 
 

  New York ShopRites 
                                             

      Garnerville     New City     Stony Point     Tallman     West Nyack  
 

     Owned & Operated by 
       The Inserra Family    
 

  Your Neighborhood Supermarket 
   Proudly Caring For and Serving Our  

Communities for Over 75 Years 
 



Congratulates the 33rd Annual  
National Education &  Leadership Awards Gala Honorees

 
NELA Lifetime Achievement Award for Public Service 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro
Congresswoman 

U.S. House of Representatives  
 

Lifetime Achievement Award in The Culinary Arts 

Lidia Matticchio Bastianich 

Chef, Author, Television Host, and Restauranteur 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award in Italian American Leadership 

Angelo Vivolo 

Philanthropist and Entrepreneur 

 

Award for Courage and Patriotism 

Laurie Serricchio Hollander 

President & Co-Founder 
Help Our Military Heroes 

  
8000 Utopia Parkway, Queens, NY 

718-990-1941  / communityrelations@stjohns.edu 



                                                                 

GARIBALDI-MEUCCI MUSEUM
CONGRATULATIONS & BEST WISHES TO THE HONOREES OF THE 
33NDANNUAL NATIONAL EDUCATION LEADERSHIP AWARDS GALA

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro                                                                         
Lidia Matticchio Bastianich 

Angelo Vivolo                                                                                         
Laurie Serricchio Hollander

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
Michele Ment, State President

Joseph Sciame, CEO/Chair Emeritus
Carl J. Ciaccio, Chairperson

Ciro Capano, Vice-Chairperson
Madeline Matteucci, Immediate Past Chairperson

Joanne Spera, Treasurer
Marianne Bortone-Prince, Secretary

Professor William J. Castello
Laura Capano

Anthony Capriola
Marianna Randazzo

NATIONAL BOARD OF OVERSEERS
Robert Bianchi, Esq., National President

Carlo Matteucci, Chairperson, National Overseers

SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION REPRESENTATIVES
Joseph Sciame, SIF President

Anthony Naccarato, SIF Trustee
Stephanie Lundegard, Museum Administrator

Staff and Volunteers of the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum
Support our Museum today for an even better Museum tomorrow!

Administered and operated by the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America
420 Tompkins Avenue, Staten Island, New York 10305   www.garibaldimeuccimuseum.com          

Carol Berardi, NY
Biagio Isgro Jr., NY
Carolyn Cianciotta, FL
Joy Bruno, CA
Anthony Cipriano, NJ
Paul DeRiu, CT

Colette Grillo, NY
Rosemary Feterik, NJ          
Angelo Rossi, MA
Arthur Spera, NY
Catena Marie Spiritosanto, PA
Keith Wilson, NY













 
 

Congratulates 

the Sons of Italy Foundation 
on Another Successful NELA Gala 

 
We Also Wish to Recognize This Year’s Deserving Honorees 

 

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 
Lidia Matticchio Bastianich 

Angelo Vivolo 
Laurie Serricchio Hollander 

 
And to thank the Sons of Italy Foundation for 

their support of the Cooley’s Anemia Foundation 
and all those with Cooley’s anemia 

www.thalassemia.org 





CONGRATULATIONS 
TO THE HONOREES OF THE ANNUAL 

33RD NATIONAL EDUCATION 
& LEADERSHIP AWARDS

International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving Picture Technicians, 
Artists and Allied Crafts of the United States, Its Territories and Canada

207 W. 25th St., 4th Fl.  •  New York, NY 10001  •  www.iatse.net

 I N T E R N A T I O N A L  T R U S T E E S            C L C  D E L E G A T E

  PATRICIA A. WHITE       CARLOS COTA       ANDREW C. OYAAS        SIOBHAN VIPOND

MATTHEW D. LOEB
International President

JAMES B. WOOD
General Secretary-Treasurer

MICHAEL J. BARNES
First Vice President

JOHN FORD
Sixth Vice President 

THOM DAVIS 
Second Vice President

JOHN M. LEWIS
Seventh Vice President

COLLEEN A. GLYNN
Eleventh Vice President

DAMIAN PETTI
Third Vice President 

CRAIG CARLSON
Eighth Vice President

JAMES J. CLAFFEY, JR.
Twelfth Vice President

MICHAEL F. MILLER, JR.
Fourth Vice President

PHIL S. LOCICERO
Ninth Vice President

JOANNE M. SANDERS
Thirteenth Vice President

DANIEL DI TOLLA
Fifth Vice President

C. FAYE HARPER
Tenth Vice President

V I C E  P R E S I D E N T S

THE UNION BEHIND
  ENTERTAINMENT

®



Visit us at www.cento.com ©2022

8-142

Proud Member Since 1958
ORDER SONS OF ITALY

for inspiring the 
Culinary Community

LIDIA BASTIANICH
Congratulations





THE U.S.-FLAG CARRIERS OF AMOS JOIN THE 
SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION IN HONORING

THE HONORABLE ROSA DELAURO

★★★★★

LIDIA MATTICCHIO BASTIANICH
★★★★★

ANGELO VIVOLO

★★★★★

LAURIE SERRICCHIO HOLLANDER

★★★★★

700 PENNSYLVANIA AVE SE SUITE 530   ★ WASHINGTON, DC  20003   ★ (202) 479-1133 
www.amos-maritime.com

TODD JOHNSON
SECRETARY/TREASURER

EDWARD HANLEY
VICE PRESIDENT/VICE CHAIRMAN

BRENDA OTTERSON 
LEGISLATIVE CONSULTANT

F. ANTHONY NACCARATO 
PRESIDENT/CHAIRMAN



 
 

 

THE FROCCARO FAMILY 
 

PROUDLY SUPPORTS THE SONS OF ITALY FOUNDATION AND 
ITS COMMITMENT TO EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE AND 

CULTURAL ADVANCEMENT, AS WELL AS ITS LONGSTANDING 
INVOLVEMENT WITH MANY PHILANTHROPIC PROGRAMS. 

WE THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU’VE DONE FOR OUR 
COMMUNITY! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF TONIGHT’S 
HONOREES! 

 

 

 



COLLINS AEROSPACE  |  PRATT & WHITNEY  |  RAYTHEON INTELLIGENCE & SPACE  |  RAYTHEON MISSILES & DEFENSE

© 2022 Raytheon Technologies Corporation. All rights reserved.

Raytheon Technologies 
congratulates House Appropriations 
Committee Chairwoman Rosa 
DeLauro (D-CT) for receiving the 
2022 SIF NELA Lifetime Achievement 
Award for Public Service. We thank 
Representative DeLauro and all 
honorees of the Sons & Daughters 
of Italy for their commitment and 
service to our country.

RTX.com

Bravo
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SStteepphheenn  CCaammiisscciioollii,,  11sstt  SSttaattee  VViiccee  PPrreessiiddeenntt  
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Congratulations
To All of the Honorees

Sons of Italy Foundation’s National Scholarship  
& Education Fund’s

33rd Annual National Education  
& Leadership Awards Gala

Robert LoPinto, President & Managing Partner ~ Robert J. LoPinto, 
Director & Senior Financial Advisor

~ 973.434.9130 ~ silverspringcap.com ~
Investment products & services are offered through Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network, LLC, Member SIPC.  Silver Spring Capital is a separate entity from WFAFN.







Congratulations 

To all the Honorees 

New York State Grand Lodge Foundation, Inc. 

Gift of Sight Committee 

Mary Naccarato – Chairperson 

Mark A. Ventimiglia – Co-Chairperson  
 

  



 

Wishing the Sons of Italy Foundation 

A very successful 33rd NELA GALA! 

GLNW President – Linda Buccini Anderson 

National 5th VP – Tony “Bisceglia” Anderson 

National Trustee – Rosetta Stella Beyersdorf 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WorldBusiness Capital, Inc. 
proudly supports 

National Education and Leadership Awards  
and congratulates honorees 

 
The Honorable Rosa DeLauro 

Lidia Matticchio Bastianich 
Angelo Vivolo 

Laurie Serricchio Hollander 
 

One State Street, Suite 2110 
Hartford, CT 06103 

860-246-6300 
www.worldbusinesscapital.com 







Congratulations Leadership Award Honorees and 
Sons of Italy Foundation Scholarship Winners 

 
 

 Denise Furnari Kevin A. Caira 
 State President Chairman 
 Grand Lodge of Massachusetts Charitable & Educational Trust 

 
 

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts – 93 Concord Avenue – Belmont, MA 02478 
www.osiama.org 





Congratulations Honorees 
and Scholarship Recipients!

Buona Fortuna Lodge #2835 
Pensacola, Florida 

Dan Kaestle, President 

GRAND LODGE OF ILLINOIS & 
WISCONSIN

The officers and members    CHICAGO HEIGHTS LODGE #1430                 
of the Grand Lodge and our                 ROCKFORD-VIGIO LODGE # 1637   
filial lodges wish to offer                      AMERICO VESPUCCI LODGE #1722 
      Congratulations                                SOUTHWEST LODGE #2558 
      and Best  Wishes                              LEONE D’ORO LODGE #2700
   to the Honorees  and                          FILIPPO MAZZEI LODGE #2763
   Scholarship Winners                           AMICIZIA LODGE #2999 TUTTI I
            of 2022.                                         QUARTIERI LODGE #3004



                         
The State Lodge of Pennsylvania congratulates the 

2022 NELA Honorees and Scholastic Recipients 

 Nancy Timperio Porcelli
State President





facebook.com/ColavitaUSA            
ColavitaUSA
youtube.com/ColavitaUSA           
@ColavitaUSA          
ColavitaUSA

A FAMILY. A BRAND. A LIFESTYLE.

Find recipes and more at www.colavita.com

It Starts with     
Colavita.

It Starts with     
Colavita.




